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Continental Reports 

 
REPORT ON   WEST AFRICA 

PERIOD:   JAN. 2019   -   SEPT. 2020 

 

OVERVIEW  

This report focusses on Catholic Action by Men Organizations in the Church in 8 out of 15 West African 

countries in the sub-region. This is so because functional country representatives that have been identified in 

these countries as at now. 

The countries are Ghana, Nigeria, Liberia and Sierra Leone for Anglophone countries and Togo, Benin, Ivory 

Coast and Burkina Faso for the francophone. 

 COMPONENT COUNTRIES, THEIR DYNAMICS AND ACTIVITES  

The crusade for getting Catholic Men societies to have a common forum to work together in support the 

church remains a task. Each of the 8 Countries have country specific challenges. 

A brief status of this crusade for each of the countries as well as activities undertaken over the reporting period 

is as below. 

Ghana,  

Efforts continue to be made to formalize the National Catholic Men’s Council (NCMA). This Council 

is being put together at the instance of the Knights of Marshall which will ultimately represent Catholic 

men associations on the National Laity Council. The NCMC would then be the representative of Unum 

Omnes in Ghana comprising three Catholic men societies namely:-  

a) Ghana Catholic Men’s Association : Here, there are 17 splinter men associations largely 

on Diocesan lines. Two conferences were held in 2019 in a bid to have the 17 come 

together to form the Ghana Catholic Men’s Association 

It remains our conviction that when achieved, Ghana will set an example for other countries in 

the sub-Region to follow. 
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b) Knights of St John Intl:- This is a well-organized, structured and active men’s society. 

There should be no problem bringing them to work together under one Catholic men’s 

consortium. 

c) The Knights of Marshall: This is easily the most active and coherent Catholic Men’s 

society in the Church in Ghana. The Knights of Marshall has represented Ghana on 

Unum Omnes since Ghana joined. This very buoyant society is represented in all 8 

countries listed making coordination convenient. 

 

Activities 

a) Men’s Day (St Joseph’s Feast day or Unum Omnes Day) was celebrated with Mass and the 

praying of the Prayer for men. The day was celebrated actively at most Parishes across the 

Country in 2019. In March 2020 however, the inception of the Covid 19 virus took a toll on 

participation. 

b) -  All 17 splinter men’s associations made financial donations to the various Diocese they were 

affiliated to. 

- The Knights of St John equally made a substantial donation to the GCBC . 

- The Knights of Marshall made the following donations 

o GHc 100,000 (US$ 20,000) to GCBC is support of the church’s fight against Covid 

o US$ 5000 to the Dicastery for Promoting Human Development at the Vatican for 

Global Covid 19 activities.  

o Unquantified financial support for Parishes by Councils (Branches of the society) and 

individual Marshallans. 

 

c) Other advocacy activities by the Knights of Marshall include 

i) Project dubbed “I shame corruption” targeted at Basic schools 

ii) Communique protesting to Government against the introduction of “Sexuality 

Education, LBTQ” in our Basic schools 

 

 NIGERIA 

Organization 

Nigeria is a federated country with its accompanying diversity. Its relatively large size in the West African 

context comes with its own challenges. This notwithstanding, men societies have been very vibrant in their 

core mission in support of the Church.  

Nigeria is similar to Ghana in many respects; several splinter Catholic men associations, the Knights of St 

John International and the Knights of Mulumba. Indeed the Knights of Mulumba has over the years 

championed the course of Unum Omnes in Nigeria. 

Activities 

a) Men’s Day (St Joseph’s Feast day) was equally celebrated with Mass and the praying of the “Prayer 

for men”. Just as in Ghana, the day was celebrated at most Parishes across the Country in 2019. In March 

2020 however, participation was not as heavy as in 2019 because of the Covid19 scare. In all of this, the 

Knights of Mulumba took the lead role in organization. 
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b)  The three main Catholic groups, at various degrees, supported their Dioceses, Parishes in providing 

aid to smother the effects of Covid in the communities. 

 

LIBERIA & SIERRA LEONE 

Organization 

The Knights of Marshall continued to be the key driver in Catholic Action in these two counties although with a 

larger Knights of St John assembly in Sierra Leone . 

The Knights of Marshall is relentless at efforts to get Catholic Men societies to work together as Unum Omnes 

is in its primordial stage.  

Activities 

a) In a few cases, members of other men organizations joined the Knights of Marshall in celebrating 

Unum Omnes Day celebration in 2019. Special Mass for the day was however held at a few Parishes 

only. Celebrations were not held in 2020 as Covid restrictions made it difficult. 

b) Varied levels of financial support was given to Church institutions by all Catholic men societies 

 

TOGO & BENIN 

Organization 

The two Francophone countries, Togo and Benin have a lot in common. These two countries have a Catholic 

Men’s society called “Militia Christi” This society together with the two Catholic Knight bodies constitute the 

recognized Catholic men societies in the two countries. 

Activities 

Both countries celebrated Unum Omnes Day in 2019 at the instance of the Knights of Marshall. In 2020 

however, the celebration was in one or two Parishes only 

Charity works continued to be the hallmark of these societies. Support levels increased with the inception of 

Covid.  

 IVORY COAST & BURKINA FASO 

The two francophone territories are novel in Unum Omnes awareness. Work on awareness creation in these 

territories started in 2018. 
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Reports from the Countries          
 

 
 

 

Argentina Catholic Action 

Report for the Excom Meeting October 2020  

 

* Introduction  

 

This report may show you all some of the activities carried out since the last meeting of last year 

until today.  

Definitely, no one could imagine the impact of the pandemic on the reality of our lives, not only in 

every person but also in the communities, in the national level and also in the global level.  

The world was influenced as it had not happened in a long time and therefore each of the countries 

in where we live, in where we carry out our daily activities. In Argentina, as soon as the new 

government took office in December 2019, the first effects of the pandemic began, to plunge us into 

an endless quarantine of more than seven months, with the multiple effects and consequences that a 

stop (stay at home) of this nature causes in the life itself of the population, politics, economy, 

companies, work, health, education, just to name the most affected. The poverty and unemployment 

rates have grown dramatically during these months.  

This situation forced everyone to rethink new forms of communication based on networks, in new 

virtual meeting platforms, home office work, etc., given the impossibility of moving freely, to 

continue attending to the most urgent realities of society.  

Catholic Action has not been exempt from this reality, and quickly began to exploit the alternatives 

and tools at its disposal to continue serving the situation of 40 dioceses of the country in which it is 

present, generating training services, evangelizing proposals through of national campaigns, 

educational competitions, etc. without losing sight of his mission within the life of the Church, in 

this very particular moment.  

We put in the hands of Mary, under the advocacy of Our Lady of Luján, patroness of Argentina, all 

our works, initiatives and proposals, as well as we join in prayer to pray for the end of the pandemic 

and the quick recovery of the effects it has caused. 
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* Evangelizing programs and actions  

 
POLITICAL AND SOCIAL TRAINING INSTITUTE 

The Political and Social Training Institute, through its virtual 

platform, continued to be a fruitful instrument for the training                                                     

and reflection of leaders committed to the environment. 

Ending 2019, the Diploma in Leadership and Community Development was given, jointly with the 

Catholic University of Cuyo (Cuyo is a central region of the country) in which 25 students 

participated. In turn, various courses were updated and opened to participation in an “open / non-

tutorial” way, free of charge, to promote the training of those who wish to be trained. Among them: 

● New slavery. New chains. 

● Family. Between the joy of love and crisis. 

● Environment in the eyes of Pope Francis. 

● Poverty and development 

With the aim of adapting our service to the pandemic, various webinars were held virtually, such as:  

Educational deal. Space to rethink our teaching mission, Life chair. Care and respect for life, 

Childhood and vulnerability. In times of a pandemic how to get out, Life chair. Addictions in the 

pandemic context, Women going through the pandemic, Building the future. 
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YOUTH FORUM- POPE FRANCIS’S ECONOMY 
Responding to the initiative proposed by Pope Francis, a FORUM was convened for those young 
people interested in reflecting on this issue, in order to make a proposal which was sent in the 
framework of this meeting, scheduled preliminary by the Pope for March 2020, in Assisi, Italy, and 
lately postponed to this end of the year 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EDUCATIONAL NATIONAL CONTESTS/ COMPETITIONS 

 

 
Throughout 2019-20, the national competitions that constitute for Argentine Catholic Action a 

channel of evangelizing mission in the educational field, were developed. 

 
 
Youth Management Contest, “Hope for Development” 

The 17th and 18th edition of the “Hope for Development” Management Contest, organized together 

by the Young Christian Association-YMCA, had the participation of 280 teams, belonging to 89 
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schools in 18 provinces (including the City of Buenos Aires). Through the competition, which lasts 

for seven months, training in the Social Doctrine of the Church is encouraged. 

The program was sponsored and recognized by different official bodies, educational institutions, 

organizations and companies such as the Ministry of Education, Culture, Science and Technology of 

the Argentine Nation, Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sports of the Province of Río Negro, 

FASTA University (St Thomas Aquino), CONSUDEC (National Council of Education), UCA 

(Argentina Catholic University), incorporating the Argentine Confederation of Medium Enterprises 

(CAME). 

 
 
Art and Design Contest “Educate for Peace” 

Among the almost 800 works - drawings, collages, paintings and comics - that arrived in last 

November to the final instance of the 17th edition of the Art and Design Contest “Educate for 

Peace”, which is organized together with the Young Christian Association-YMCA, winners were 

selected, as shown in the published list at https://bit.ly/2VyUxnw. 

During 2020 due to the pandemic, the contest moved to the virtual platform and is now facing the 

selection process of the works. 

 
 

”One Minute for Peace” 

Within the framework of our campaign "Embrace all lives, all life", 
we join forces with all creeds and people of good will to pray for 
peace, for brotherhood among peoples and the cessation of so 
much fratricidal violence. 

As it has been a meeting point for several years, on June 8, at 1:00 
p.m., it was proposed to pray keeping in mind all the people affected by violence in the world, and 
we invited everyone to join, dedicating - that day already that hour - a minute to pray or reflect 
according to your traditions or beliefs. During this year it was carried out through the networks. 
 
 
”Not one less” 
June 3,  Day for "Not one less" campaign, two themes to live 

were proposed to all women and men of goodness, take care of 

ourselves and help mature a culture of reciprocity and respect, to 

build a society without violence against women . The first theme 

was NO LOVE IF THERE IS NO RESPECT, and the second was 

NO TO HUMAN TRAFFICKING, NO TO SEXUAL OR 

LABOR SLAVERY! 
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”International Day Against Trafficking in Persons”. Day of prayer 

On July 30 and during September 19/20, we carried out awareness 
campaigns and united our prayers and commitment against 
human trafficking and for all victims of this crime against 
humanity, on this date incorporated into the pastoral calendar of 
the Argentine Church at the proposal of the National Team, No to 
Trafficking. 

Throughout the year 2020, the ACA National Team, Stop 
Trafficking, held monthly meetings and workshops in various 
dioceses and regions to raise awareness about this scourge and 
the fight for its eradication. 

 
LAUDATO SI ARGENTINA 

On the occasion of the celebration of the fifth anniversary of the Encyclical Laudato Si, we met to 

launch a Network of Movements, Institutions, Pastoral Organizations that in communion joined the 

celebration of Laudato Si Week and continue walking together during 2020 in the care of the 

Common Home, creative work of God our Father, celebrating with big success throughout the 

country, the anniversary of the promulgation of Laudato SI, starting on May 2020 and during the 

Time of Creation, arriving with a direct catechesis to more than 10,000 participants. 
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* PARTICIPATION IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH AND SOCIETY 

 

Ecclesial boards 

Catholic Action, committed to the reality of the country, continued participating and contributing in 

different instances of dialogue and communion construction. 

DEPLAI (Laity Department) 
ACA, as member by right, participates in the national commission of the Laity Department of the 

Argentine Episcopal Conference. This role is regularly done by the person of the national President. 

 
ADICTIONS PASTORAL, SOCIAL PASTORAL- AEC 
ACA is still participating in the Pastoral Commission on Addictions and Drug Dependence, 

bringing there the institutional contribution on addiction prevention, seeking to consolidate the 

network to respond to this scourge. 

This Commission is part of the Episcopal Commission for Social Pastoral of the Argentine 

Episcopal Conference. 

 

NATIONAL COMMISION OF JUSTICE AND PEACE- AEC 

The National Commission for Justice and Peace is an organism of the Argentine Episcopal 

Conference. It is proposed to contribute to the construction of the common good and to promote 

social friendship as the way to achieve justice and peace. For this reason, it promotes the culture of 

encounter, the elaboration and dissemination of public policies through dialogue and the search for 

consensus that has as its axis the dignity of the human person, their full integration into society, 

sustainable development and the care of our common home, based on the Magisterium of the 

Church, updated with the teachings of Pope Francis, in particular the Social Doctrine of the Church. 

 

 

ECUMENISM AND INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 
The institutional participation in the Episcopal Commission for Ecumenism, Relations with 

Judaism, Islam and Religions (CEERJIR) has the purpose of training and presence of the members 

of the ACA and knowledge of the work carried out in this Commission, in order to contribute to the 

dialogue and relations with the Churches and non-Catholic ecclesial communities for the promotion 

of the full unity of all believers in Christ and the religious relations with Judaism, Islam and 

Religions to promote the integration of human unity . Pope Francis gives special importance to this 

pastoral care that contributes to peace and fraternity. 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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« Vivre Ensemble l’Evangile Aujourd’hui »    called VEA 

 

VEA is the only general catholic action movement in France in 2020. VEA was born in  1975 with 

the evolution of  the General Catholic Action for Men (ACGH), the general assembly of  ACGH  

decided after long discussions to move deeply to VEA, Vivre Ensemble l’Evangile Aujourd’hui, “ 

Life together Gospel to day”, general catholic action movement for men and women together with 

new statute included parity . In 1948 French ACGH participated to the creation of Unum Omnes, 

FIHC Federation Internationale des Hommes Catholiques, the first president of UO was also 

president of ACGH. So in 1975 VEA decided to continue to be member of Unum Omnes till now.   

Inside VEA we have a monthly revue called Vivre Ensemble « VE », intern letter to team’ leaders, 

Web site. It was not possible in1975 to unify the movement ACGF (women) Today catholic action 

of Women continue separately. Mgr Boulanger is the bishop nominee to follow catholic action 

movements in France, we have meetings with him to split our action.  

 

Each five year we have a Congress for 3 days, with prayers, lectures, workshops, a great fest. It also 

election of new members of VEA national team   This was plan at Ascension’s weekend.  

Due to Coronavirus 19 on March 17th it was the beginning of general confining with no moving, no 

meeting, no mass… The congress was reported in 2021. All activities of members in basic team 

stopped for 7 months! In September we meet again but on October there was again the curfew 

imposed. So our activities are very weak, many people fears the Covid and are staying at home. 

2020 is a “white year” 

 

 A novel think tank. 

 Following “the letter to the people of God” August 20 2018 of Pope Francis calling all baptized 

men to be engaged, action catholic movements included VEA met together to think about what to 

do? In May 2019 there was 30 movements who have a plenary meeting called “Church promises” 

and contacted with French Bishop Conference. But with Covid, only on October 15, 2020, the 

group with 40 members included 2 bishops, adopted a chart. Meet together around a table, all agree, 

but to go where? the objective of Church promises in not easy and the movement must last? It 

seems that center on our main mission to announce the Christ to the world, we are going to a 

national synod.  Out of cleavage, lay people are united to do moving of the Church and “ecclesial 

transformation”.  

 We are to pray and to ask Holy Spirit to help all participants. 
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Activity report of the Association of Catholic Men in Germany for UNUM OMNES meeting 

on October 27th, 2020 

Reporting period: October 2019-October 2020 

 

The Association of Catholic Men of Germany, GKMD 

The “Community of Catholic Men in Germany” is an amalgamation of associations and groups in 

the 27 dioceses of Germany and the diocese commissioners for Catholic male pastoral care. The 

management is taken over by the “Church Office for Men’s Pastoral Care and Men’s Work in the 

German Dioceses e.V.”, which is commissioned by the “Secretariat of the German Bishops' 

Conference”. 

 

Main meeting of the Community of Catholic Men in Germany (GKMD) 

At the main GKMD conference in Münster (February 19-20, 2020), the advanced training part dealt 

with the topics of “post-traumatic stress disorder” in the Bundeswehr and “male violence” from the 

perpetrator's perspective. She hosted an officer of the Bundeswehr, a soldier chaplain and an adviser 

for men as speakers. 

In the formal part, the focus was on the discussion about reforming the association (see below) 

 

Reform process on their own behalf 

The Catholic associations in Germany have been in crisis for a long time. Just as the membership of 

the church is falling, the associations are often faced with the question of its existence because they 

lack active members. This question also arises for the GKMD, which has so far been an umbrella 

organization for all organizations that deal with men's issues. The executive committee was 

therefore commissioned by the general meeting to explore possibilities of reforming the association 

and to present it to the next general meeting. 

The Presidium considered several options and ultimately decided to expand the circle of members. 

Just as it already has no fixed membership structure and does not raise membership fees, the 

association should develop into a “forum” in which very different groups and associations involved 

in Catholic men's work can participate. The annual conference is intended to offer both voluntary 

and full-time employees advanced training and at the same time exercise their social responsibility 

by exerting political influence with statements and contributions to discussions. The resulting new 

“Forum of Catholic Men” (working title) is intended to open up to smaller groups and communities 

of men who are interested in further training and political influence. 

The “male pastoral care office of the German Bishops' Conference” (Dr. Andreas Heek) is currently 

working with the Presidium of the GKMD on the new concept and new statutes until the next 

general meeting in March 2021. 

 

Participation in the “Synodal Way” 

After the devastating scandal of sexual abuse of children and young people by church officials, the 

German Bishops' Conference, together with the lay representatives of the Central Committee of 

Catholics (ZdK), initiated the so-called "Synodal Way", which should initiate a fundamental reform 

of the German Church and better cooperation between the clergy and the laity. 

The President of the GKMD, Stephan Buttgereit, is co-chair of the Synodal Forum “Priestly 

Existence Today”. This forum elaborates suggestions on how to restore trust between ministers of 

the Church and the people of the Church. 
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3rd Ecumenical Church Congress 

The third ecumenical church convention will take place, hopefully (Covid 19) in Frankfurt a.M. in 

Germany in May 2021. In the land of the Reformation, the two major Christian churches in 

Germany want to set an example under the motto “Look!” gender issues. 

 

Covid 19 

Due to the corona pandemic, church life has come to a standstill in many places and at times. At the 

same time, especially in the charitable areas, the church stands unreservedly at the side of people in 

need. Church services and other forms of expression of ecclesiastical community life cannot take 

place or only to a limited extent. Nevertheless, a lot of imagination has recently been developed in 

men's work to maintain interpersonal contact with one another. In particular, the digital offerings 

have been expanded and many new formats have been developed in order not to let the conversation 

between men about their faith break off. 

Nevertheless, the pandemic remains a great challenge for the church in Germany, which may lose 

even more members as a result than at normal times. It will not be allowed to let up in its efforts to 

become more attractive, more democratic and more humane. 

 

Düsseldorf, October 27, 2020 
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REPORT FROM GHANA TO UNUM OMNES XCOM 

 

The Noble Order of Knights of Marshall which represents Catholic Men in Ghana on Unum Omnes 

continue to be vibrant and had been playing significant role in the Mission of the Mother Church in 

the country. 

To ensure effective human and material support to the church and humanity, the Order has since 

strengthened its existing structures to offer qualitative services. 

At all levels of the Society, programs and projects on Spirituality of members including Lectures, 

Retreats, Catholic catechisms, Social Teachings of the church are being emphasized. 

The Order continue to do advocacy by supporting the Catholic Bishops Conference in the 

promotion of Justice, Peace and Common Good. 

Policy on Safeguarding and Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults have been developed, 

adopted and distributed to all members and youth groups for study and implementation. 

The NGO wing of the order, Marhallan Relief and Development Services (MAREDES) 

collaborated with some Faith Based Organizations to carry out a Project dubbed, " I Shame 

Corruption" targeted at school children at the Basic level. Following the success of the project, the 

Ghana Education Service has taken it up as project for inclusion in schools’ curriculum. 

Under the MAREDES ' Lighting Up Communities Project', some rural communities which were not 

enjoying electricity from the National Grid were identified and supplied with Solar Lamps to help 

the local school children study in the night  

MAREDES partnered CARITAS Ghana on an E- Waste Project to draw attention to the danger 

electronic waste poses to human health and the need for recycling. 

Under the auspices of MAREDES, various Councils and Courts carried out Charity activities to the 

Underprivileged, Prisons, Orphanages, Hospitals and victims of disasters. 

St Joseph's Feast Day was celebrated throughout the country with the celebration of Holy Masses  

The Noble Order with the support of the Bishops Conference of Ghana has set in motion the 

process for the beatification of Sir James Marshall, the devout Catholic, whose instrumentality led 

to the reestablishment of the Catholic Church in Ghana in 1880. 

At the height of Covid 19 pandemic in the country, a number of charitable activities were 

undertaken to support the vulnerable and certain institutions. The Bishops Conference of Ghana 

received an amount of GHC100,000.00 equivalent to about USD20,000 to help in distributing food 

and other items to the needy.  The Dicastery for Promoting Human Development at the Vatican also 

received USD 5000.00 to support its global Covid 19 activities. 

Computing total charities from MAREDES, constituent Councils and Courts and the Supreme 

Council activities over USD 150,000.00 was spent. 
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As with all other countries Covid-19 came to our shores and it is now in its second wave with the 

number of cases and the number of deaths increasing once again. 

Both Ireland and Northern Ireland have introduced new abortion legislation. In Ireland, a more 

liberal abortion law was brought into law in January 2019 and 6,666 babies were aborted in that 

year. The British government extended its liberal abortion laws to cover Northern Ireland. Now a 

bill allowing Euthanasia is moving to committee stage after a seventy five minute debate which led 

to a 81 to 71 vote in favour in the Dail, the Irish parliament. 

Young people are continuing to be evangelised through our Pope St. John Paul II awards which is 

going strong is virtually every diocese in Ireland and it is a blessing to witness their awards 

ceremonies. Our Order organises a Public Speaking Competition in which teams of senior students 

select and study spiritual and moral topics to a very high level. The number of schools taking part is 

increasing but Covid-19 disrupted the competition just as it reached Provincial finals this year. 

A council of our Order was instituted in the Catholic chaplaincy of Queens University in Belfast 

with a group of twelve male students being initiated, one of whom is now in Spain in his formation 

year for the priesthood. They have an online presence, had a Pro-Life conference and have made a 

link with the university Council of the Knights of St. Columba in Glasgow. A move into third level 

education is I believe a major way forward in Ireland. 

It is good to report that five new Councils of the Knights of St. Columbanus have been formed 

recently around the country. 

We continue to assist the National Vocations office of the Irish Bishops’ conference and are 

working with Eternal Word Television on docudrama on Knock and mass rocks. 

Online platforms are being used at all levels of our Order for meetings and pilgrimages especially 

due to restrictions on attending Holy Mass.  

We hosted a very enlightening meeting with the Hungarian minister of State for Family, Youth and 

International Affairs, Mrs Katalin Novak, who described her work for the institution of the family. 
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Report from Romania, about activity from Catholic Men´s Movement in the year 2020 

 

This year was troubled and uncertain year. I really learned a lot in this year but couldn't learn 

enough English.  A lot of things seemed confusing at first, but then some from them turned out to 

be more beneficial. The moment was right for me, to rethink, to distinguish what is indispensable 

and what can be postponed or totally abandoned. 

 

The first year of the coronavirus has already changed the world, people and their habits. The 

world has stopped, but people are constantly asking, when it will end and what that world will be 

after. Will we be free? Are they freer than before, recognizing true values, what’s really 

important? Or will we not even be as free as we have been before?  What this epidemic has 

shown is that people, even today, in the ego century, are very similar to each other, with the same 

worries, troubles, desires, virtues, and mortalities, whether we live in America, Africa, or Europe. 

a. Our movement keeps alive and nurtures the fraternal relationship with Catholic inspired 

NGO-s in Romania, through the “Actiunea Catolica Romania, we have regular online 

meetings (ZOOM) with participation of 50-60 people from all over the country, we study 

and share our experiences related to the Social Teaching of Church: share own experiences 

about daily work (especially social and pastoral work), but also new experiences 

correlating our local intervention in Covid-19 Crisis with local authority, Caritas and the 

Malteses. The epidemic warns us to keep distance, but we had to be there next to the 

people where the trouble is. 

b. The first allowed live event after first wave of Covid-19, that we co-organized, was the 

great event of the diocese Satu Mare: Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on June 21. It was 

the 30th time, what we organized. By now, the time had come, and we had found a way to 

find young people for to work together. To our surprise, they came with great enthusiasm 

and with a serious team. Now we have high hopes, that they will also create their own 

group of young Catholic men, whom we veterans will help with pleasure and maximum 

power. We have to help them, so that they will find out about our technique, and to follow 

our methods. It is not our community that needs to grow, it is up to them to grow stronger 

and be effective. 

c. Also, regarding the motivation and engagement of young people, we initiated outdoor 

meetings with various activities (archery and whipping) for young men (husbands and 

young fathers 25-35 years old). These activities are primarily attractive, fun, masculine, 

they are for concentration, but also for training the body and… soul, followed by 

discussions circles on topics such as: the role of the man in family and society, what the 

man can and must do today for himself, his family and for others, subsidiarity and 

solidarity, how can you favor the good state of a community, but also the risks, the 

challenges, which ,,undermine” or ,,confuse” the man rather to the evil instead of good. A 

small group is outlined, but it is growing and very conscious and curious for,, tried” 

advice. I also found a curiosity of this kind in other regions in Romania and Hungary, 

NGO-s, who heard about the methods and results from Satu Mare. Young people are 

building new tracks, they want to go and interconnect faster and need other kind of 
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satisfaction (for expl. raising children, reinforcement men´s in their task and mission, 

better dialogue with other culture, they want to have safety in the society) 

d. We continue the series of Laudato Si subjects on our broadcast, biweekly (Saturday 

evening 21:30 RO-Time) on Radio Maria. For now, we have access only through pre-

recordings, but we are waiting to be heard live from the studio, with the possibility that 

listeners can call and talk to us, live, online.  

e. Our young friend, Mr. Istvan Doloczki (webpage specialist), present at the online-

meeting on May 25th , offered to turn the WEB-page from UO into a modern one 

(as interface, what needs to be filled with content), for free, as it does for our movement 

in Romania. The new webpage (and probably in the next time Facebook too) can 

increase the curiosity for the acquired values during the 72 years of existence UO, but 

also UO can be exposed more visibly in the world, respectively to support other more 

viable organizations, and to support them through the efforts, our work in our country.  

Remarks: Many people ask me what do I think now about coronavirus? Penalty from God or 

God's blessing? Nothing is good in itself; nothing is bad! In fact, everything we have can be 

both thrilling and stumbling! Behold, old Simeon prophesies of Jesus Christ that it will be a sign 

of contradiction! Teaching the life of Jesus to the salvation of many, but based on the choices of 

human free will, it is likely to lead to the condemnation of many! 

Anything can disrupt a person’s life! An illness, a failure, but also a successful exam, a winning 

application, everything can benefit us, but the same can bring misfortune to our heads, it can 

also become a crippling our life! How am I standing for the events, the things that God has 

brought before me? With superficial, grandiose confidence, or with humble modesty ready to 

learn? Do I have the patience to walk around the new situation wisely and get the best out of the 

task assigned to me in the changed circumstances? Or do I loudly let go of the steering wheel 

and accuse others of making decisions one after another of worse than worse?  

The alliance is a promise. Without discipline there is no effective alliance. Members of UO, but 

the simple people too, need to feel that we are by their side, we are acting in their interests.  

A covenant with our Heavenly Father means much more than that. In that sacred promise lies 

power, strength, security, and peace. When you take the time to think about the covenants you 

have made and will make in your life, and when you do your part, you will begin to feel and live 

differently. Alliances influence your actions and inspire you in your decisions. 

What kind of world comes; it also depends on us. We decide! 

 

 

 

 


